Article 6 – The Sufficiency of Holy Scripture for Salvation

Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation: so that whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should be believed as an article of the Faith, or be thought requisite necessary to salvation.
John 5:39 - You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about me 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 - All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work 

Jude 3 - Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints 

2 Timothy 3:15-17 - How from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus

2 Timothy 2:15 - Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved by Him, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly explaining the word of truth 

2 Peter 1:3 - According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that [pertain] unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue

2 Peter 1:20-21 - …no prophesy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.
Romans 15:4 – for whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.

1 Cor 14:37 – …let him acknowledge that the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord.
Jude 3 – that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.

Gal, 2 Cor., Col, 1 Pet, 2 Pet 1:1 – Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ.

1 Cor 11:2 – …keep the ordinances as I delivered them to you.

2 Thess 2:15 – …stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught…
1 Tim 6:20 – … keep that which is committed to thy trust
2 Tim 1:12-14 – Hold fast the form of sound words which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus

Roman Catholic View
The opposite of Sola Scriptura. Church Tradition (i.e. Roman Catholic Tradition) is on par or parallel with the scriptures of the OT and NT. The Medieval Roman Catholic Church had taught and practiced the view that Scripture was not “sufficient,” but had to be supplemented and interpreted by the traditions which the church possesses and has preserved from the beginning.

A Common Independent Protestant Viewpoint on this Doctrine:
The sufficiency of Scripture is an important doctrine. It teaches that everything that humankind needs to know about God and ourselves has been revealed in the Bible. These truths should be studied.  While the truth of Scripture is sufficient it is not exhaustive – it does not tell us everything that we would like to know.  Consequently believers do not need any type of external authority to understand and interpret the Scriptures - whether it may be a church, a creedal statement or the teaching of some leader. It is not reasonable to think that God would give a communication to humanity that could not be understood by the masses. In fact, believers are commanded to study the Bible for themselves. God has given believers all things necessary to understand the Scriptures. As one studies the Bible the truths about God and His plan becomes more and more clear.

QUESTIONS 
1. Do you agree or disagree with the common protestant view? Has your view changed over time?

2. What are the risks involved in holding to the viewpoint expressed above?

3. How does it compare to the Anglican position as stated in the 39 Articles (especially Articles 6, 8, 20, 34)?

4. Notice the prayer on page 554 of the 1928 BCP (Consecration of Bishops)
This supremacy of the Holy Scriptures
1. Holy Scripture is supreme over Reason, Tradition, & The Church
a. St. Mark 7:1-23
b. The great authority of the first Four General Councils is acknowledged, … But even their decisions were accepted only because they commended themselves to the entire Church as in accordance with Divine revelation. It was this subsequent endorsement by the whole Christian world and not the mere decision of a Council which constituted the real test of universality.
 

2. The Word of God in the Bible is the only final testing ground of doctrine.
 What our Church rejects is any doctrinal tradition which has no warrant in Scripture.

3. The moral authority of the universal Church is weighty, and no individual Christian can lightly reject it. But, after all, this is only the work of a witness to an ultimate and original authority, and in making the Bible supreme in things essential we are only doing that which is at once natural and necessary.
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